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By EDWIN CASKODEN CHARLES MAJOR fl
ItftWirrwtnTHE CASKODENSprtdaI1

rson I know hold nil that to> I be totally unSolomonUo and
the height of vanity but they usually
hue no ancestors of whom to bo
pVuud The man who does not know
who his gnatgniudfatncr was natu
rally enough would not caro what ho
was The Caekodcns have prldo of an
ecatry because they know both who
and what

Wo have n right to bo proud for
there Ila an unbroken male line from
William tbo Conqueror down to the
pretest time In this lineal list nro
fourteen borons tbo title lapsed wbcn
Charles I felltwelvo Knights of tho
Garter and fortyBovon Knights of the
Hath and other orders A Caskodca
lUtlnguUlifd Jiluisclf by gallant let
ice under the great Norman and was
given rich English lands and a fair
Saxon bride albeit nn unwilling one
ts Ills reward With this fair unwill
ing Saxon bride and her long plait of
yellow hair goes a very pretty pathetic
story which I may tell you at some fu ¬

ture time If you take kindly to this
A Catkotleu was ceueschal to William
tutus aud sat at the rich halt bar-
baric

¬

banquets In tho fint great hall
Still another was ono of the doughty
barons who wrested from John the
great charter Englands declaration of
Independence another was high to the
councils of Henry V I Davis omitted
ono whom I should not fall to men¬

lion Adjodlkn Caskoden who was a
member of the duneo parliament of
Henry IV to culled because there
wore no lawyers In It

It Is true that In the time of Edward
IV a C kodm did stoop to trade but
It was trade of the most dignified hon
amble tort be was a goldsmith and
Ills guild as you know were the bank
ers and International clearance house
for people kings and nobles

Now It line been the custom of the
Caskodcns for centuries to keepI a rec-

ord of events as they have happened
both private and public Some are In

the form of diaries and journals like
those of Iepys find Evelyn others In

letters like the fastens others again In
verso Dud Sung like Chaucers and the
Water Poets and still others In the
morotirctcntlaus form of memoir and
chronicle Three records we always
have kept jealously within cur family
thinking It vulgar like the Pastons to
submit our private affairs to public
gaze

There can however be no reason why
those parts treating solely of outside
matters should bo so carefully guard ¬

ed and I have Determined to choose for
publication such portions as do not dl
vulge family secrets or skeletons still
which really redound to family honor

For this occasion I have selected
from tho memoir of my worthy ances
tor and namesake Sir Nitwits Caskoden
grandson of the goldsmith and master
of this dance to Henry VIII the story
of Charles Brandon and Mary Tudor
sister to the king

This story IIs so well known to the
student of English history that I fear
Its repetition will lack that zest which
attends the development of an unfore-
seen denouement but It IIs of so great
Interest and Is so full In Its sweet fierce
manifestation of the one thing Insolu
blo by time love that I will neverthe
less rewrite It from old Sir Edwins
memoir

CIUPTEn I
TUG DUEL

sometimes happens Sir Ed

11Twin says that when a woman
will she wont and when she
wont she will but usually In

tho end the adage holds good That
sentence may not be luminous with
meaning but I will give you an illus-
tration

I think It was In the spring of 100
at any rote won after the death of the
Modern Solomon as Queen Catherine
called her old fathcrInlaw tho late
King Henry VILthat his august maj ¬

city Henry Vim the vnduWtato flow
er and very Ilelre of both tho sayd Life¬

ages come to the throne of England
arjd tendered mo tbo honorable position
of master of tho dance at his sumptu
ous court

As to worldly goods as some of
the new religionists call wealth I was
very comfortably off having Inherited
from my father one of tho counselors
of Henry VII a very competent for ¬

tuno Indeed How my worthy father
contrived to save from tbo greedy
hand of that rich old miser BO great a
fortuno I am sure I cannot tell Ho
was tho only man of my knowledge
who did It for the old king had a reach
as long as tho kingdom and upon unit
pretext or another appropriated to
himself everything on which be could
lay his hands My father however
was himself pretty shrewd In money
matters having Inherited along with
his fortune a rare knack at keeping It
Ills father was a goldsmith In the time
of King Edwurd and enjoyed tho mark-
ed

¬

favor of that puissant prince
Being thus In n position of affluence

I eared nothing for this fact that little
or rj emolument went with the office
It was tho honor which delighted me
Besides I was thereby un tomato of
the kings palace and brought Into In
trainto relations tfile court and

above all with the finest ladlesi of tho
land the best company a man can
keep since It ennobles Ills mind with
better thoughts purifies ills heart with
clpitnor niottve and wakes him nentlo
without detracting from bin strength
It was an office any lord oVtho king
dom might have been proud to bold

Now Bonio four or five years after
my Induction Into this honorable oiBco
there cattle to court news of a terrible
duel foucht down In Suffolk out of
which nily ono of the four combatants
hall cruse alivetwo rather but one of
them In a condition worse than death
The first survivor was a son of Sir
William Ilrandon and the second wes
a WIn called Sir Adam Judson The
story went that young Brandon nnd
hIs elder brother both just bonus from
tho continental wars had met Judson
at an Ipswich Inn where there had beets
considerable gambling among them
nelson hall won from tbo brothers a
large sum bf money which they had
brought home for notwithstanding
their youth tbo elder being but twen ¬

tysix and the younger about twenty
four years of age they had gamed
great honor and considerable profit In
warts especially tho younger whose
name was Charles

It Is a little hard to light for money
Iud then to lose It by a single spot up-
on the dIN but such Is the fate of him
who plays und a philosopher will swal-
low

¬

his III luck and take to fighting for
more The Brandons could have done
this easily enough especially Charles
who was an offhand philosopher rather
fond of a rood humored fight hall It not
been that In the course of play one
evening the secret of Judsons winning
had been disclosed by a discovery that
he cheated The Brandons waited un
til they tore sure and then trouble
began which resulted In a duel on the
second morning following

Thte Judson wets a Scotch gentleman
of whom very little was known except
that he was counted the most deadly
and most cruel1 duelist of the time Ho
was called the Walking Death and
It Is raid bo took pride In the appella
tion He boosted that bo had fought
eightyseven duels In which be had
killed seventyfive men and It was con
sidered certain death to meet him I
got the story of the duel afterward
from Brandon as I give It here

John was tho elder brother and when
the challenge came was entitled to fight
first a birthright out of which Charles
tried In vain to talk him The broth-
ers told their father Sr William Bran
don ncijjj the 0 pointed time lethe
antI son repnlreJ l16 rho place of meet-
Ing where they found Judson and his
two seconds ready for the tight

Sir William was still a vigorous man
with few equals In sword play and the
sons especially the younger were bet
ter men und more skillful than their fa
ther had ever been yet they felt that
this duel meant certain death so great
was Jndsons fame for skill and cruel

hondilroppccl
evil they met their duty without a
tremor for the motto of their house
was Mala Mori Quara FcdrnL

It was a misty morning In March
Brandon has told mo since that when
his rider brother took his stand It was
at once manifest that he was Judson
superior both In strength and skill but
offer a few strokes the brothers blade
bent double and broke off short nt tile
hilt when It should have gone home
Thereupon Judson with a malignant
smile of triumph deliberately selected
his opponents heart and pierced It with
his sword giving tbo blade a twist as
he drew It out In order to cut and mutt
late the more

In nn Instant Sir Williams doublet
was off and bo was In his dead sons
tracks ready to nvenjo him or to die

Fight iou ZilooilioundT

Again the thrust which should Lave
killed broke this sword and the father
died as tho son had died

After this ciimo young Charles ex
pecting but lI i great was his strong
heart not ono whit fearing to Ho be-
sIde blip dead father and brother Ha
knew ho was tho superior of both In
strength and skill and his knowledge
of men and the noblo art told him they
had each been the superior of Judson
but the fellows Land seemed to bo the
hand of death An opening come
through Jndnns unskillful play which
gave young Bnndon an opportunity

L

u-
I

for a thrust to kill but his bladet like
his fathers and his brothers bent
double without penetrating Unlike
the others however It did not break
and the thrust revealed tbo fact that
Judson skill ns a duelist lay In a shirt
of moll which It was useless to try
to pierce Aware of this Brandon
knew that victory was hIs and that
soon be would have avenged the mur
ders that had gone before lie saw
that his adversary was strong neither
In wlud nor arm and had not tho skill
to penetrate his guard In a weeks try
Ing so bo determined to fight on the
defensive until Judsons strength
shjjjiy wane and then kill him when
ones now lio cnoce

After a time Judzon lgan to breathefcWBoy said
I hire killed enough of your tribe

rut up your sword find call It quit
Young Brandon replied Stand your

ground you coward You will bo a
dead man as soon us you grow a little
weaker If you try to run I will
thrust you through the neck as I
would a cnr Listen how you snort I
shall soon have you You are almost
gone You would spare me would you
I could preach n sermon or dance a
hornpipe while I am killing you I
will not break my sword against your
coat of mall but will wait until you
fall from weakness find then Fight
you bloodhound

Judson was pale from exhaustion
and his breath was coming In carps as
ho tried to keep tho merciless sword
from his throat At last by a dexterous
twist of his blade Brandon tent Jud
sons sword flying thirty fret away
The fellow started to run but turned
and fell upon his knees to beg for life
Brandons reply was a flashing circle
of steel and his sword point cut length
wise through Judsons eyes and the
Jrldge of his nose leaving him sightless
and hideous for Ilfea revenge com-

pared to which death would have been

mercifulThe created a sensation through
out the kingdom for although little
was known us tu who Judson was his
fame as a duelist was as broad as the
land Ho had been at court upon seT
eral occasions and at ono time upon
the kings birthday had fought In the
royal lists So the matter came In for
Its share of consideration by king end
courtiers and young Brandon became
a person of Interest He become still
more so when some gentlemen who had
served with him In the continental wars
told the court of his daring and brav
cry Dad related stories of deeds at arms
worthy of tho best knight In Christen-
dom

He had an uncle at tbo court Sir
Thomas Brandon the kings master of
lorse who thought It a good opportunl

ty to put his nephew forward and let
him take his chance at winning royal
favor Tho uncle broached tbo subject
to the king with favorable Issue and
Charles Brandon led by the hand of
fate came to London court where that
same fate had In keeping for him events
such as seldom fall to the lot of man

CHAPTER II
now DT1A5DOX CAME TO COUrT

we learned that Brandon

IWIE coming to court every
I believed ha would soon

tile kings favor How
fpccu that would amount to none could
tell as the kings favorites were cf-

mishiscris and iaken from all condi
CODS cf men There was Master Wol

ser a butchcsjo2 7 im bt tjJ Crt
made aTcoacr tfccncMcf c caJ
bishop of Lincoln Eton to bo bishop of
York and cardinal cf the holy Realists
church

From the otter extreme of life reno
young Thorns Lord Howard heir to-

Me Earl of Surrey aud my Lord of
Buckingham prowler peer of tho realm
Then tomctlmes would tho king take
a yeoman of tho guard and makes him
his compassion In jousts and tourna ¬

ments solely because of his brawn Dad
bone There were others whom bo
kept close by him In the palace be
cause of their wit and the entertain ¬

ment they furnished of which class
was I and I flatter myself no mean
member

To begin with being In no way de-
pendent on tlm king for money I never
drew a farthing from the royal treas
ury This you way bo sure did me no
harm for although tho king sometimes
delighted to give ho always hated to
pay There were other good reasons
too why I should bo a favorite with
tho Wag

My appointment as master of the
dance I nm sure was owing entirely
to my manner My brother the baron
who stood high with tho king was not
friendly toward mo because my father
had seen lIt to bequeath mo so good a
competency In place 9f girl= It all t19

tho firstborn and leaving me dependent
upon the tender mercies of an elder
brother So I had no help from him
nor from any one else I was quite
imaljof jitature pnd therefore unable
to compete with lance and mace with
bulkier men but I would bet with any
man of any size on our game at any
places and time In any amount and If
I do say It who perhaps should noloI
basked In tho light of many a fair
smllo which larger men had sighed for
In vain

I did not know when Brandon first
como to London We had all remained
at Greenwich while the king went up
to Westminster to waste his time with
matters of state and quarrel with the
parliament then sitting over the
amount of certain subsidies

Mary this kings sister then some
eighteen or nineteen years of age a
perfect bud just blossoming Into a per-

fect flower lend gone over to Windsor
on a visit to her elder sister Margaret
of Scotland and the palace was dull
enough Brandon It seems had been
presented to Henry during this time at
Westminster and bad to somo extent
at least become n favorite before I
met him The first time I saw him was
at a Joust then br the liner nt MW
minster In celebration of the fact that
ho had coaxed a Load round subsidy
out of narltamcnt

TO BE CONTINUED
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